a4 * 


Very Extraordina: y 


XCISE SERMON 


preached on Weadneſaay, March £4, 1782. 


At 2 Noted CHAPEL in IP ef mine. 


-+ 


2 8 4 


— — . — \ I 


3 


* 


TL * 


83 


A very Lons, 


CURIOUS awp EYTRAORDINARY 


D R M O 


Preached on Wedneſday, March: 


A T 
noted Cuaezk in Weflmuſler, 


From hes Words of St, Laks, C. 13. V. I. 


Came 20 tas 14 thoje Days Hat a 
K Pc ONf, Dt A the World 


— 4 
** » 4 A 


% 
* 


„21 OC 9 
Aren 


— 
;4 


ah * — 


N l 7 | f 7 7 TA 1 3 - "a = . 
ind it came to Daſs, TR Ine Days, that there ment out @ D=zcz:ze. tes 


' „ A, 14 j}. T* v 
all 132 1} id uud Us 4 1 A E D. 


. 
v 


HE foregoing Words, my Friends and Frethren, with the two Ver- 
{cs 1mmedi: — following, ſcem to be a kind cf Prediction, or 
Type, of what was to befal us, or, at leait, of what was to be at- 
tempted, in theſe latter Days; and the more I conſider them, the 

more I am con firmed in this hought, which made me pitch upon the m as 
ther ropereſt * EXT that J cou Id:; tl: bly chuſe out on this Oc caſion. 
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For, ia the frſt Place, by pz articula r Notice being taken in this Chapter of 
> Tccrce that was illued out at tis Ime, it {how 8, that thts Decree \ was of a 
rticolar Nature; now. as it is no t to be {uppoſed, that there were no 
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4 lhe EXCISE SERMON 

While I am upon this Head, my Brethren, 1 cannot help ablervi ing, that 
this Sayiyg of Fugurtba's did not only hold true of the Republick of Rows 
but ever did, and ever will, hold equally true of all other States to th 
ind of the Warld; for nothing 1s more ccrtain, than that, 1 
Hlembers of any State will be corrapied, ch. at State 15 23 for D. /rufion : 
How much ought we to return Thanks, and to bleſs Heaven, that we are not 
in that miſerable Cafe! 

Proceed we now to the fourth general Head, wich 1 ; That al! the World 
ſhould be TAX ED: This was heavy Tidings, 15 Bretbrey at 2 Time of unt- 
verſal Peace; what could they have expected more in a Time of War? But 


I begin very much to ſuſpe T that there were 2 great many Den ſoncrs a- 
mong the Roman Senators which might make this 17 na ce effary, for Jen io« 
ers muſt be paid, or elſe they will ſoon turn Tatt : Perhaps alſo, my 
Friends, SECRET SERVICE Monty might be then in Fathion and then J 


don't at all wonder that all the / orld was TAYED „ ] {h-v1ld * her wonder 
that oe Tax ſnficed, Oh! my Brethren, that fame >ECRET SERVICE is 
a bottomleſs Gulph that will devour every Thing; the Lord alone knows 
what it wall T, but vou and 1 ſhall never know, if [ome Folk can hel 
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it. Had it been known in Solomon's Days, he would ceriai Aly have added it 
, 


to his Catalogue of Trungs that are in, atiable. Oh! # Eretbhren 
dangerous Weapon in the Hands of a corrupt, elf Man; fuch a Vapor, as 
deſtroys more than a two-2dged Sword. But perhaps, my Brethren, f met 
70u may ask, Which Way doth it de roy? To this 1 fhall anſwer: that it d. 
troys by the worſt of Deaths, even by Famine : For one would hon ty tin 
t, but *tis true, that bottom Hef, Gul: n hath been known to iwa 
ane Morning, as much as would have maintain'd z thouſand 
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ever. 

Having thus gone thro' the four general Heads of my Text, I mal! 
zeave to take a little Notice of t! e ſt * quent Verſes, io far : relate 
zhereunto. F ir/t then, it 1s ſaid, that this Tax? mo Wa! fr i made whix C' 
RENIUS was Governor of Syria. I have already obſcerv'd „. | 
that the mentioning CyRENIvVs ſo immediately after the mention; 
Tax, ſeems tacitly deſign'd by the Evangeliſt to fix a Frand ot 


upon him in ſecula ſaculorum, as being the Artbor or Projector Of tat 
Tax. IJ am tne more confirm'd in this my Opinion, by the Accounts we 
have, on all Hands, of the Temp. er of the 7/egi Ratic 
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According to the moſt authentic Hiſtories we have of thern, zantt wore a 
-cople more tenacious of their Rights, Liberties, and Cuitoms, en tint 
naughty Nation; nor need we be z aſtoniſned thereat, fin r 114] firmly 
* themſelves God's chuſen Pecple. This Price ce a e 11 

F Mankind, pufied them up with intolerable Pride £4 tis 
-reateſt Contempt of every Body but ther ſclve: na 
of the leaſt Cont Foul. It is not then at all fur} 8, Th! 
tho" then a Chriſtian, was bred a Few, and could not Crvell 25 
Tove for his nat ive Country "a Love znberent in all Bon Hen S NOT Af 
Lirptriſin — ſay, that he! hould be willing to irs watize the ar Who W.: 


Avi ſer of [addling his Countrymen with an une , hun,, T 17 a 
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what clſe yon could EXP: ct? Could you expect, in 15 4 
any Gentleman would give you Money it be intended 
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Merl: 1. KS 1 ee & gencious Lid! TION NOW 
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„ but no Thanks to yourie!\ 
uld 4 1 be; generous Monarch, a 
Future Times, as we are all mortal, 


tun Way what elſe can but autverſal Slacery and wordes & 
Writers ſeem to have long lamented that we ni wear Lea: tf: 
withſtanding a Dovre ExciskE, firlt, on Raw Aides, 
ci ug 

Wi ie an upon this 1 lead, cannot forbear owning, t 
Waocp may be more wholeſome for the Soles of the Fee 
ſome Gentlemen ar: fo zcaloutly conſulting ealihi, a 
eur gere, [ am not certain that uchi 2 Fer 

None, I hope, not even. the moſt 4% r A, will 6 
great Frauds committed by the Baxens; the prefer! 
{everal ot them exemplary tor heit Rocouery ; ul ctzCC 
ſuch EBaſeneſs for the future, woll be to clap an Exci/emn 
Y 1 al) nd 1 * wil cake Care We mal! have Our due 54 
IS 912300 \ As Ot Pa lame nt) We Cap Zet Al . 8 44 O e. 

A Gizſs of EAT WIRE, and 4 Pipc of puts T Gt 
. How 0 tet it © Ant N A1 ey (its 1 3 analy OY « * 
tatig Care that we hall not ſurfeit; cn we cen þ | 
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The EXCISE SERMON | 


chat is brooght upon the World is hot cauſed by that exquifite Iuceiidiary, iow 
much then arc we obliged to that wpright Man who endeavours, as much as lies in 
his Power, to keep us tron it. | 

doubt not but by this T'ime you will think me one of Job's Comfortcrs ; perhaps 
likewiſe you may imagine that I have been retained by the GuxAr Man, as well 
28 ſeveral other worrhy Gentlemen, but J would not hate you miſtake me; I am 
only for making the beſt of a lad Mubet, and preaching Fatience upon Force, it we 
Mould be denied the Juice of the Grape, without the Inſpection oi thoſe enlighten d 
Gentlemen the Officers of the Ex cis. 

1 have alrcady told you, my Brethren, that we ſhall neither be denied Mine nor 
T.bacco, after they have paſſed the Hands of theſe Inquifitors; but I had almoſt 
f.rg0t another Comfort which will accrue to us, and which I doubt not wil! re- 
joice your Hearts; I mean, that of not being either tried by a Packed or a Special 
Jury, No: if any Diſpute ſhould ariſe, you will be tried by thoſe righteous 
Judges the CommISSIONERS of ExC1St; thoſe Judges to whom Samuel was 
a Fool, and Eli tle better, "Tis true, the latter had Sm who had more Wit, and 
would have the fingering of Money for SECRET Sxgvices; and if any were 
ſo ill- bred to deny them their Perquifites, they had the Senſe to help themtelves by 
Force. 

They did not indeed take any Tang themſelves, in propria Perſona, but they had 
2 MAN who was very well TUTOR D, and who would Takt it for tiem. 
This was an admirable Convenience, tor he would have ſerved fora ScxrznN in 
Caſe of Neceſſity, had they any but a P:opher to deal with, How happy is it for 
dene that we have no Prophets now ? 

While I am upon this Head of Prophers 2nd Prophets Servants, I would adviſe 
vou ail, my Brethren, tO remembcr the Reward Gehazs, Servant to the Prophet E- 
lia, met with, for taking Mae) and Change of Garments of Naaman the Syrian, 
when his Maſter had refuſed his Gifts, Did not he and his Seed remain Lepers 
for crer? And can ye expect better if ye receive the Wages of Iniquity, and je? 
youriclves for Hire? The Time will ſoon approach when your Repreſentatives will 
require your Voices in their Favour ; rememvcr then, my Bretlres, thoſe who have 

ruly ſerv'd you, thoſe who have been ſo puclick-fpirited as to fe even a- 
gainſt your Wills, and contrary to your expreſs Defres, at the imminent Hazard of 
their Places and Penſions: They are the Men who have deſerved well at your 
Hands: let no Bribes therefore prevail with you againſt them; as they have al- 
ready acquired themſelves thus fait Huh, you may depend upon it they will con- 
tinut to render you the ſame difinterefled Services, Theſe are them whom I would 
recommend to your Choice tor the futurs ; theſe are they whom it wil! become you 
TO Hen A. 

When Poſterity ſhall read the Hiſtory of the Tranſactions of the preſent Age, 
they will be aſtoniſhed at the many great Things that have been done for us 
within the Courſe of the iaſt thirteen Years: I dare affirm, the moſt ſanguine a- 
mong us duſſt not have promiſed himſc!t that he ſhould have ſeen what he at 
preſent ſees. Peace and Plenty, with a Land-Tax ot but one Shilling in the Pound, 
and Eirh.een Thouſand honeft Men, befide the Officers of the Exciſe and Cufters, 
to guard our Liberties, ate the leaſt ot the Bleſſings we now erjoy, and in all Pro- 
bability we may enjoy them much longer, unleſs we deprive ourſelves of them 

Ke My! 
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ihe EXCISESERMOCN. 10 
Notwithſtanding theſe, and many other Benefits too tedious to enumerate, chere 
are ſome among us 10 thankleſs as to fly in the Faces of their Benet: ctoto, and te- 
turn them Evi for Good. The immenſe Eſtates they have agg ired iu a ſhow 
Time, with their fine Houſes, ſumptuous Furniture, ſpicndid Equipages, and 
ſtately Gardens, are ſo many Eye-Sores to them. But 1 would fain ak theſe 
Grunbletonians whether the Labourer is nat worthy of bs Hire, anc, whether They 
would have the Conſcience to'defire theſe Gentiemen to ſerve them tor nothing! 
No, no; there never was a Cock yet but would lick his Fingers, aud tho ſeveral 
of them may have got Nine or Ten Thouſand a Year, Wat 08 all that g. Is it not 


tor our Cxdit to have ſuch Servants? And is it not a mantiiclt 51,1 of our pro- 
digious Wealth and Affluence ? Let theſe diſaffected G * ers go Hauce ot 


Helland, and fee if there are any ſuch Eſtates got in au Infant bye ng the Pale 


lick; is not all this then for the Honour of Great Britain it dvi is, devy it 
no can. 
It is a common Obſervation, that too much Proſperity is apt to make Perſons 


giddy; caſt ſo it is with the People of Great B. itain: while they weie under conti- 


rual Alarms from the Pepe and Pretender, they grudged no Expcucgs. vor no Ee 


ſtates that were then gotten, It is weil known, that the late Duke of Haribo ugh 
acquired an immenſe Eſtate only by breaking Peoples Bones, ard killing 5nd ſlaying 


and yet now we are apt to grumble at a ſmall Pitrance that nas ven acquired 


Dy keeping us at Peace, as if Peace were not preterable to War. 


Then the Exciſe, torſooth, ſticks in your Stomachs, and a cdicipcrate Catory is 
made about a Standing Army of Officers, when. we have been afſurcc,, by 2 Genite= 
nan who ought to know, that he will only defire a farther Levy A 
nd Fijty, beſide We rehouſe-leepers, Oc. Who but the Diſafected would mm; mur 
at ſuch a Trifle? Beide, what more could the Merchants delice, f che) = OW 
when they are well uſed, than to have their Vine, and Tobacco kept rate tem 
ander Lock and Key, ſo that none can get at them to cinberzie che- 

The Gentleman who ſtiles himſelf the Occaſonal Finexcer, as prob. 4, incontet- 
ably, that this New Exciſe will be the grrateil Bleſſing that ever happened tc 4 
Nation; that it will make us a rich, a happy, 4 flouriſhing , and a bea, Vert; 
and ſure none will otter to diſpute what one of ſuch Ability, Lear 1 T, Honor, and 
Veracity advances: But if it ſhould be queitioned, there is huneft Ar will 
wear for him, and that I hope will be a convincing Auſwer to the a mo! 7 nate 
and incredulous. It Riches thereiore and Health are two invaluable — ny „As Un- 


youbtedly they are, what Obligations have we to thoſe who nave fo £: fy $r0= 
cured tnem for us, and that againſt our Wills. 
But beſide Health and Wealth, there is another Blem̃ug cqusaliy ea o an 
Eneliſhman, and that is LIBERTY; this the {ame worthy Gentleman sure 48 
111 be effeftually ſecured to us by the Ex cis E upon Nn and Tobacss, How 
ch are we obliged to tnat proliſick Invention that could COntiiye 50 ſecu ure Cu! 
Loertics by an Exciſe? I believe none bur himſelf wonld hast thought on 0 22 
„able Expedient; but we may all be ſatisfied that bis rains arc CON 4 Ac 
tor our Goods. 
. iow forprizing tnen, my Erethren, muit it be to our Neighloonrs O cot, Lat. 
50 all rhe Peopic ot England have been ſo 65:d to theit 034 Gow, a5 Þ 4s 
„ ed ebet Remonfirances agairſt 2 Dil thay was ci 0 het wo g 


A”, 


The EXCISE SERMC ': 
#nce, Rich, Happy, Flouriſping, Healthy, and Fee? But thus will it alway: 
while there are iuch Seducets as D'Anver, and Fig. 

I adviſe you all therefore to have an implicit Faith in the Writings of tnoſc u- 
erring Guides Metneurs Walfingham and Osborne; they will foon ent ce you this 
you are as fre. and as happy as it is poſſible for a People to be; nd that we 
have the uit, the moſt virtucus, and moſt upright 7M that ver lejs d a Na- 
tion. Liſten not therefore to any of the Malecmeats or D ſaffeited ; beliere not 
even your Ezrs nor your Eyes, nay truſt not even to your Feeling; that may de- 
ccive you, but the atore-me »:10nzd Gentlemen never can; they arc full as iufal- 
lible in Politics, as the Pop is in Religron, and you may rely with qual Safery 
upon the one as upon the other. 

To draw towards a Conchilion, my ret hren, you may obvic've, that ſo long age 
as before the Br:th of our Saumur, it was decreed, that al. the Wild fooult be 
TAXED. Out Saviour himſelt, as it were, paid a Tax even ir his Mother's 
Womb; he likewiſe paid ent atterwards in his own Perſon, to ſhew us an Ex- 
ample of Paſſive Obedience, and ſhall we mur nur at being a little £xc1$StD. 

"Tis tr.c, the honuurable Author of à Letter from a Member Parliame ni to his 
Friends i« the Country, has allowed, p. 32, (a:d we may venture to believe hi) 
that there are ſo few Places which are not 'ulready under Survey for foine excife ble 
Commodity, that the additions! Number of Officers will not be confideraible cu 2 
to create cven a Murmur. And is not tuis a mighty Comfort, that almoſt every 
Body pays Exciſe already ? I don't doub: but you all think it is. I would there- 
tore give you all the ſame Advice which the famous Eraſmus gave to Sir Thymas 
ere, on Account of 2 Howe he had byrrowed cf him; Crede quod habe, & has 
b-r; chat 15 to (ay, believe yourſc'ves happy (in downright Contradiction to all 
your Senſcs) and you are ſo, I ſhall conciude therefore, with recommend ing to 
you a ſirong implicit Faith, with a good Portion Of Paſſrue Obediexce, and a cenfider: '!: 
Luan, of Patience whoa Fre; by the Heip vlieteof, you will, in Time, be 
chaciled to your prefers Havens. 
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HY do the People rage and foam, 
And keep ſo great a Pother 
His Son why does the Father blame, 
The Siſter ſhun her Brother? 
Lour ſcatter'd Senſes recollect, j 
If not entirely jolt ; 
| 


Wou'd you refule Aſſiſtance, and 
Be ſhipwreck'd on the Coalt ? 


II. 


EXCISE, you ſay, a Monſter js; 
Alas! 'tis no ſuch Thing; 
Tho I contcis in Time it may | 
Bear in its Tail a S727. | 
Your Gold you to Phyiicians = 
In hopes of gaining Hes ) 
Your Liberty then to fecur: 
Wil you begrudge your Wee: | 


III. 
. . 26 tk 39, 

Proſperity is apt to iw-'!, | 

And fill us with ill ours, 
The beſt Specific is E% iz | 

To purge away all Tumour: 
EXCISE will keep us temperate, 

How happy then ace ve 
Who from Exceſs of Hine and Wealth, 

Shall in ſhort Time be free. 
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